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Festive Greetings to all dear Readers!
What joy festivals bring Iinto our
households, right? As Mumbai is
bedazzled with sparkle smeared on its
streets and localities, it’s no less than a
star lit night. Taking this golden
opportunity, The Ruiaite Monthly has
come up with its very own Diwali special
edition, which will definitely brighten up
your joy of reading.

As the Nation gears up for Diwali our
columns too have geared up for
bringing something unique on your
Diwali platter. Explore how people of
different cultures in India celebrate
Diwali in their own unigque way in Insight,
and discover the festivals of light
celebrated around the world. Has Diwali
got to be celebrated In an orthodox
manner? Some people think not! Op-ed

®) ! » :
SdisCusses about the unconventional

%hﬁods and changes in celebrating the

festl Ci@f lights. What festive profession
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can you take up this time? Careerwise
lists out the careers related to various
iIndustries which take part in making
Diwali special. Open Forum talks about
what Prince Bharat has expressed in his
diary about the return of his brother
Lord Ram, whereas Tech-Tricked is
talking about eco-friendly ways to have
fun this

Diwali. Ever thought what a Diya thinks
about the hope that it spreads through
Its little flame? Explore this unigue train
of thought in Fictionally Yours. Science
of Everything delves into the science
behind various Diwali practices- if you
like building mud-forts during the
festival; you are in for a special surprise,
read on to find out. Discover how
exactly the traditions of Diwali have
originated in Behind the scenes, along
with opinions of craftsmen who work in
the Diya industry.

Travel enthusiasts, read about the
experiences of our columnists and their
travel stories in Safarnama.

Along the same lines, keep yourself
updated about the seminar on Digitizing
Travel and Tourism organized by the
department of Travel and Tourism in our
reports section. Read about the #MeToo
movement which grabbed national
attention, and the mishap at Amritsar in
Buzz Around. And finally, Art wall, as
always has added colors In this edition
through the works of student-artists.
Enclosing, we would like to know your
comments on our Diwali edition. You
can reach us on Gmail, Facebook,
Instagram, and Snapchat. Also, do
subscribe to our YouTube channel for
Interesting videos.

Team Ruiaite Monthly wishes you a very
Happy Diwali, and a joyous reading!



Ramnarain Ruia Autonomous College
organized a seminar on Tourism and
Travel Management called 'Into a
Digital Future: Where Technology
Drives Travel' on the 4th of October,
2018. The event was organized in the
college auditorium and hosted by TY
Bvoc-TTM students. It was attended
oy college students from all over
Mumbail. The speakers for this event
were Ms. Divyakshi Gupta (blogger),
Mr. Neil Patil (founder and director of
Technology- Veena World) and Mr.
Sanjeev  Samala (co-founder and
director- Axisvation).

The seminar commenced with the
lighting of the lamp by the Principal
and guests for the day. The first

speaker of the event was Mes.
Divyakshi Gupta. She started very
confidently by Interacting with
students, asking them  certain

qguestions about travel and listening
to their views. She then introduced
herself and about her job, and what

she does as a blogger. She gave
advice about having a career in the
tourism field. She shared her
experience as a blogger and also
revealed that she liked clicking
oictures of doors and visiting rural
areas, clicking pictures of people
there, etc. She spoke about travel
before social media. She discussed
how difficult it was to travel when
there was no technology but now it is
SO easy to book hotels, vehicles, find
olaces to visit and eat, etc. She said
that blogging seems easy but is not;
as you have to continuously keep
recording and explaining everything.
You have to make sure you take down
all the important points and try to
describe them perfectly. It's more
difficult when you have to visit 3 or 4
olaces together. She tried to speak
about everything that was required
for having a career in the tourism
field. The next speaker was Mr. Neil
Patil who spoke about digitalization in

tourism. He spoke about Samsonite
INndia, a technology that drives travel
and continued to talk about the
importance of tourism and travel
Mmanagement. The last speaker was
Mr. Sanjeev Samala who spoke about
travel and technology and how it has
an Impact on everyone.

This seminar was truly inspiring for
students who want to pursue a career
N tourism and travel management.
The speakers were incredible and
gave tremendous information about
the tourism field and also shared
some great insights about their
experience. This also gave a boost to
modern traveling and digitizing.
Students loved the seminar and
found it very helpful for their future. In
the end, the students greeted and

note.

i

thanked the Principal and guests-and _’/’
the seminar ended on an _inspiring. -
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The Sabammala Sree Dharma Sanstha
Temple is one of the most famous Hindu
temples In India, located In the
Panthanamthitta district of Kerala. The

temple Is managed by the Travancore
Devaswom Board. The shrine at
Sabarimala is an ancient temple of

Ayyappan also known as Sasta and
Dharmasasta. It is open for worship during
the Mandalapooja (generally 15th
November - 26th December), Makar
Sankranti (14th January), Maha Vishuva
Sankranti(14th April) and the first five days
of each Malyalam month.

The Sabarimala temple row is all about
whether women between the ages 10- 50
should be allowed to enter the temple and
offer prayers and it has been dominating
the news for the past few weeks. As per
traditions, women of menstruating age are
barred from entering. So, it was a conflict
between tradition and women’s rights to
enter a place of worship. As Lord Ayyapan
IS worshipped as a ‘Naishtika Bramhacharr’
or a celibate for life, hence, the Devaswom
Board that manages the temple affairs
does not permit women’s entry. The
reasons cited were the celibate nature of
githe deity which forms the basis of the
oractice. Secondly, to preserve ‘purity’,
during the menstruation period women
are not permitted to enter temples of
worship traditionally.

The Supreme Court passed the verdict on
28th Septemper 2018 allowing women of
all ages to enter the temple. Chief Justice
of India, Dipak Mishra headed the
five-judge constitution bench and gave a
4:1verdict and ironically Indu Malhotra was
the lone dissenting judge. Kerala women’s
rights activist Rehana Fathima and
Hyderabad |ournalist Kavitha Jakkal
wearing helmets and khaki  were
accompanied by more than 100
oolicemen, led by Inspector General of
Police S. Shreejith attempted to enter the
temple but managed to reach only up to
the ‘patthinettam padi’ - the 18 golden
steps that lead to the temple sanctum
sanctorum and were blocked by the
orotesters, backed by temple authorities
and royal trust officials. But the police and
the protesters were involved in a standoff
and almost two hours later the women
were forced to go back. The police had to
resort to ‘lathi- charge’ to control the
orotesters. There are nineteen petitions
filled In The Supreme Court against the
verdict and it will review the petitions on
November 13.

‘The Travencore Devasom Board has the
legal responsibility to protect the interest
of the devotees. We also have to look at
the rituals and customs of the temple. The
board will make its intervention in
Supreme Court without harming it.” chief
A  Padmakumar told reporters in

Thiruvanthapuram. He further stated that
the meeting would decide the ‘nature’ of
the report to be submitted to the

Disallowing women from entering the
temple goes against the fundamental right
to equality, the right against discrimination
based on gender, freedom of movement
and freedom of religion as guaranteed by
the Indian Constitution. Similarly, another
issue is the #MeToo movement which talks
about the sexual harassment faced by
women In their workplace. The movement
sparked off after Bollywood actress
Tanushree Dutta spoke up about
decade-old allegations against actor Nana
Patekar of inappropriate behavior on the
sets of a Hindi film shoot in 2008.

Since then, the hashtag has become a
rallying cry against sexual harassment,
with multiple women coming out with
their #MeToo stories. Many big names
tumbled out such as MJ Akbar, Suhel Seth,
Chetan Bhagat, Utsav Chakraborty among
others. Women are thus becoming more
vocal about their rights and complaining_
against discrimination and harassment.
But, the road to equality and justice is
bound to be a long and arduous journey.

Swatl Achwal.

SIMPLY PUT: AMRITSAR RAIL TRAGEDY

Detalls of the recent Amritsar train incident are an example of the carelessness of each
and every person involved in that day's celebration of Dussehra.
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V\/hat exactly happened there?
On 19th October, Friday, tragedy struck
when almost 300 Dussehra revelers
spilled over the raillway track at Joda
Phatak in the outskirts of the Amritsar. At
almost /7 PM people watching the burning
effilgy of Ravana during the 'Ravana
Dahan' were run over by a train going
from Jalandhar to Amritsar. At least 60
oeople died and over /0 were injured
after being mowed down by the moving
train. There was a stampede during the
bursting of crackers as people rushed
towards the train tracks. Two trains
arrived from the opposite direction at the
same time which gave very little
opportunity for the people to escape, said
the officials. All the victims were hit by the
same DMU train no. 7/4923.

————

1. F|rst|nd|genouslyoverhauled Sukhoi - 30

Why did the incident happen?

As the Ravana effigy was put to fire amid
the loud noise and firecrackers people
claimed that they could not hear the
sound of the coming train.

Also, the driver couldn't have seen the
crowd because of a turn, stated the
Minister of State for Railways Manoj Sinha.
The report on the incident is expected to
be out by mid-November.

Who is responsible?

Soon after the incident, the blame game
started on who should be held
accountable for the accident. On a clear
note, the raillways denied the accident to
be their fault as the people were
trespassing on the track. Also, the railways
were not informed of any such
celepbrations near the tracks.

The local administration stated that as the
event was being held on a private
oroperty there was no particular need of a
oermit. Punjab CM Capt. Amarinder Singh
ordered a magisterial inquiry. Both the
ruling and opposition party have accused
the other party of this incident

_‘w— . )

MKI handed over to IAF, to be deployed in

Pune.

2. PM meets Japan's Shinzo Abe, Regional

security on Agenda talks.

3. Gujarat Chief Minister inaugurates
Ghogha- Dahej 'Ro-Pax’ Ferry service.

4. Me too movement takes India by storm.
Authors, actors among celebrities hit by al-

legations.

5. Google fired 48 employees for sexual ha-

rassment: Sundar Pichai

What happens next?

The state government has announced 5
lakh to the kin of each deceased and also
have granted free treatment to the injured
iNn government and private hospitals. The
rallways can do nothing more than
awareness campaigns to reduce the
trespassing casualties which Was
immediately launched by them. About
50,000 casualties have been reported just
in the period of 2015-1/. Also, railways will
be eliminating 2,869 unmanned level
crossings on the broad gauge by
December this year.

-CHINMAY PARULEKAR

#LestWeForgetindia

Yesterday - 27 Oct 2018, Four #CRPF Braves
of 168 BN - ASI Mir Matiur Rahman, HC
Braja Mohan Behera, Ct Chatti Praveen &
Ct Gulli Palli Srinu laid down their lives in a
landmine blast in #Bijapur. Remember
their service & sacrifice for the Nation.
@crpfindia

All India Radio news:

6. Of top 10 most polluted areas in India, 8

are in Delhi shows pollution data.

7. Indian railways get its fastest engine,
travel time to decrease dramatically

8. Forget Delhi CM Madan Lal Khurana dies

at 82

9. Batting all-rounders will add balance to

Indian line up: Bumrah

10. The sixth phase of electoral bonds sale

to begin from November 1

-Adya Shreya.

A subject that inspires us to look into our
dignified past and ancient traditions.
Today, the whole world and especially
western countries are discussing environ-
ment protection and are trying to find new
ways to adopt a balanced lifestyle: PM
@narendramodi #MannKiBaat #PMonAIR

-Pushkar Bhatlekar.




"FESTIVALS CAN |

READYMADE

With the festive season approaching, it
pecomes customary to have our
households and workplaces decorated
in the best possible ways to make them
“festive-ready”. Of course, you want to
make a lasting impression when
relatives and friends visit yvour place
during this time. Diyas, a variety of
lamps, lanterns, etc are a must have
cduring Diwall. But where do all these
come from? Yeah, you get them from
the shops, but there are a lot of hands
at work in the making of these
beautiful artworks that bring with them
great vibes and enthusiasm.

The home decoratives industry makes
a variety of products right from small
oll lamps to big and complex electric
decoratives. First, the manufacturing
takes place at various small-scale
factories typically situated in the
rural areas near cities.

Home decoratives is a very rapidly
growing industry with not a lot of
competition currently. Most of the
pusinesses in this sector work on a very
small scale and are Iimited to a short
area geographically. The industry as a
whole has great potential. One would
have to start on a very small scale and
have a solid start in the market, Being a
business proposition, it has certain
risks involived, but then again which
business doesn't? Profits would be
short at the start but eventually are
sure to Increase over time.

So this Diwali choose ‘homemade’ as
well as ‘made in India’ products!
Fashion

Fashion is something related to your
appearance, something which people
observe first in you. Your dress, your
makeup, accessories, hair, every small
thing. There is a fixed set of outfits for
every occasion. One cannot wear a
festive outfit for a corporate meeting
or vice versa. As the month of festivals
IS going to start, let's talk about some
careers related to fashion!!

1) Contemporary Course in Ethnic wear,

Ibusinesses have also tried hard to hold
onto their traditional values of expert
craftsmanship and fine handwork. The
outcome has been favorable for both
parties and today a market exists for
poth. Today there is a big demand for
shcemakers who understand the
importance of quality and have the
expertise to handcraft premium guality
footwear.

India has many institutes that offer

courses iIn shoemaking. Footwear
Design and Development Institute
(FDDI)., Central Footwear Training

Institute (CFTID) and National Institute
of Fashion Technology (NIFT) are the
most sought-after colleges. These
colleges have rigorous courses that
offer short-term, bachelors and master
courses in shoemaking and designing.

The industry supports these colieges
well by offering training, internships,
and placements to students. A student
right out of college can expect to start
at Rs 15,000 to Rs 20,000 a month.

3) Jewelry designing.

HOME

This stage varies {o a agreat extent
depending on the decorative mace,
For €.9. A number of workers together
make the traditional oil lamps out of
mud. For making lanterns, wooden
sticks, cardboard, and papers are used.
They are made on a large scale as well
as In a variety of different patterns and
designs.

This profession requires an artistic
point of view as people generally tend
to look for something out-of-the-box
as well as something that suits their
home arrangements every year.
Innovation and creativity are
important. Moreover, this business aiso
needs excellent people management
skills as skilled labor is required on a
large scale, This i1s also a seasonal
business, thus most of the earnings are
to be made by businessmen in a short
span of 1 to 1 and a half months In a
year,

National Institute of Fashion
Technology, (NIFT Hyderabad) offers a
| Year, Part Time, Certification Course in
Contemporary Ethnic Wear. This is an
intensive course in embroideries and
surface techniques, fabric knowledge,
fashion art and sketching, pattern
making and garment construction for
Indian ethnic apparels, and traditional
Indian textiles,

Who can apply?

In order to apply, candidates must have

completed 10+2 or equivalent
examination from any recognized
board.

This course is definitely for someone
who 1S Iinterested In dress designing.
And Ethnic dresses are the ones that
people prefer during the festive
season.

2) Shoe designing.

"Good shoes take you good places’, a
famous quote that most shoemakers
learn at a very young age. Shoemaking
IS an art. It is an art at par with other
handicraft that has traditionally been
passed on from one generation to the
next. Across the world, we find

Your festive ook cannot be completed
without jewelry. Jewelry not only plays
an important role during the festive
season but also is a very important part
of daily wear,

Jewelry designing is an important part
of the gem and the jewelry industry
and the designer is the very soul of it.
Diploma in Jewellery Design trains an
individual to become a jewelry
designer by teaching them the proper
skills and technigues behind the
design. The course is l-year long. A
study in this field teaches students
basic skills like stone cutting,
engraving, polishing and testing the
quality of precious gems and metals.
Following is the list of some of the
institutes that offer this course in India;

- J.D. Institute of Fashion Technology,
Chandigarh

- Delhi Institute of
Technology, Delhi

- Gautam Banerjee’s Academy of
Jewellery Designing, Mumbai.

Fashion and

For getting adamission in this course,

IOCHITEN YOUR MIND AND BRIGHTEN YOUR CAHEER

PDHE S REASIRURNS S

With people’s lifestyles changing
drastically in the past few years, the
demand for ready-made home
decoratives is Increasing to a great
extent. This makes it a very wviable
pusiness In terms of market credibility.
Also, the main assets of these
pbusinesses are skills and creativity- as
far as you provide innovative and new
ideas, there will always be a market for
your goods. Also, these don't always
have to be ftraditional, as people
nowagays have become more open
towards modern art. There are also
professional decorators that are
appointed by offices during festivals.
They work In collaboration with such
businesses to decorate offices. You just
nave to appoint a decorator and show
them the place. Everything else is done
by them, be it perishable decorations
such as flowers or not-so-easy-to-find
things.

different technigues and tools used to
handcraft the most exquisite pair of
shoes wusing family traditions and
values. The aquality of leather, the
craftsmanship, the fit of a perfect shoe
IS what satisfies the purists who
understand footwear.

The essence of shoemaking, for the
major part of its existence, has been to
handcraft one pair at a time.
Nowadays, traditional shoemaking has
largely been replaced by industrially
mass-produced footwear without
much emphasis on quality or
craftsmanship.

In India, the footwear industry has been
a thriving industry and growing at a
rapid pace. We are the second largest
producer of shoes in the world. With
many favorable conditions, the
industry 1s projected to grow leaps and
bounds in the coming years.

Shoemaking, as a career, has always
been a lucrative option but the rules
nave changed. With industrialization,
many have adapted to the latest
technology and processes, but several

students must have completed 10+2 or
equivalent examination from
recognized board.

Successful diploma holders can start
earning anything between INR 2 to 8
lakhs according to their expertise In
this field. Such diploma holders are
hired in job positions such as designer,
entrepreneur, qualified diamond
grader, production manager, brand
manager, visual merchandiser, retall
store manager, quality controller.

E-commerce and festivals

The Internet is one of the biggest
sources through which people shop
these days. Amazon, Flipkart, Club
factory, Snap deal etc, gives a chance
to the people who are interested in
seling their designed products.
instagram has also played a vital role in
publicizing self-designed products. A
large number of people order product
from Instagram also.

So if you are a fashion lover do think
about these courses.

E= € OFM M ERC E

Are you all waiting for your Diwali gifts?
Gifts are one of the reasons why Diwali
s one of the most awaited
celebrations. Even if you manage to
zero down on the kind of gift you want
to give, you still have to get the best of
the category, quality, and price.

E-commerce companies these days are
turning to a variety of new ideas,
including luxury watches, technology
gadgets, crockery, designer apparel,
expensive souvenir pens, home decor,
movie tickets, free holiday packages,
and qift hampers essentials for the
festive seasons including torans, diyas,
aromatic candles, etc.

E-commerce refers tc commercial
transactions conducted online. This
means that whenever you buy and sell
something using the Internet, youre
involved in e-commerce,

The advent of e-commerce in India has
redefined the way Indians celebrate
their average festival. In the last few

3. E-commerce gives you a “feel” for
customers.

In addition to all the hard business
skills, an early career In e-commerce
can hone your “soft  skills”.
E-commerce encourages a deep
appreciation for the value of brand
experience and customer experience. It
makes you a better storyteller. It forces
you fo take a customer-centered view
of the world. It exposes you to not only
what customers say they’ll do, but to
what they actually do,

4. E-commerce accelerates your
learning curve by giving you access to
real-time results data. E-commerce
gives you the chance to do lots of
testing, and you get a report card back
from the customer every day if not
every minute. This real-time feedback
loop accelerates your marketing
learning curve exponentially.

5. E-commerce might make a
difference in your life, not just your day
job,

Someday in some way, it's going to be

months of the year, e-commerce
majors such as Amazon, Flipkart, and
Shopclues compete with one another
by luring customers with attractive
sales and cffers.

If you started out today, you would
spend the first three vyears In
E-commerce. Not just because of the
frothy revenue growth outicok, but
because e-commerce would give any
young marketer incredibly valuable,
transportable skills that could propel
their careers for the iong haul.

Why a career in E-commerce?

. E-commerce has a fantastic
long-term global growth outlook.
Online selling is well established in the
US, but there are immense growth
opportunities lfeft in emerging markets.
Imagine how e-commerce will continue
to boom as India, Brazil, Russia,
Southeast Asia, and other emerging
markets catch e-commerce fever?

pretty damn handy that you paid your
dues In e-commerce, Maybe you want
to promote vour brand. Or help raise
money for your favorite charity. Or
start up your own company.

Or turn your favorite hobby into an
extra source of income. Being smart at
e-commerce 1S something practical
and relevant that can last a lifetime.,

So, these are the five reasons. It's the
advice given to new recruits, aspiring
hotshot MBAS and graduates. Are you

sold? This Diwali -Just give it a thought!

Mobile commerce is just a few years
old and I1s already capturing 20% of
e-commerce sales. Guess what
happens to E-commerce as tablets and
smartphones sweep the world in the
next 10 vears? So. whether
e-commerce becomes your long-term
love affair or not, spending three years
there can give you skills and experience
that will be in red-hot demand for at
least the next 15 years.

2. E-commerce teaches you to think
like a General Manager.

You <cannot think of any other
profession that 1S such an intense
microcosm of all the fundamental skills
of business. E-commerce exposes you
tc product marketing, supply chain,
pricing and profit management,
customer acquisition, <cross-selling,

up-selling, customer service and much
more. SO many jobs let you see a little
piece of the puzzie, but never the
whole enterprise at work.

= s

Diwali without sweets cannot be
imagined. The delicious Diwali sweets
and faral taken out from the pan,
steaming hot- imagining this itself is
mouthwatering. Have you ever thought
of a career related to these delicacies?
In this modern, fast-paced worlid, there
are very few people especially in the
cities who take the interest or time out
of their busy schedule for making the
sweets for Diwali or any other festival.
So, to aid them, we have seen many
food shops growing and taking many
orders.

This career l0oks very traditional but it
tco needs a ot of skills like business
mindset, decision-making, money
handling, a good taste, and skill to
make the best dishes.

Apart from this you also learn the
soft-skills like interacting with people

of different backgrounds,
communication  skills, last-minute
preparations, stress handiing and

happiness of serving others.

If you do hotel management with the
majors in chef training, you will have an
upper hand in the business of food and
sweets and grab a large share of the
market,

Though traditionally, this proftession is
practiced only if it's a family
occupation, nowadays there are many
people who are inclined towards food
making and choose small-scale shops
which are highly profitable especially
during festivals. And in India festivals
are celebrated throughout the year.
This makes the career interesting as
well as worth investing in.




The Shades of Light

Cool breeze on your skin after a rather
humid, grueling year and lights flickering
softly In every corner of your eye at
night time. Sneaking into the kitchen
when your mom’'s busy entertaining
guests you never knew were related to
you. The cheer as little kids run around
yvou lighting their firecrackers. What did
all this just remind you of?

The festival of lights, Diwali symbolizes
the spiritual "victory of light over
darkness, good over evil and knowledge
over ignorance”. This festival is one of
the most awaited festivals as it is
celebrated with much fervor and joy all
across the country. For all, Diwalli
conjures happiness and togetherness

The word Diwali has a whole host of
memories attached to it. Even as we are
enthusiastically looking forward to the
beginning of the festival, the underlying
nostalgia for all the previous years is
always present. The world is constantly
changing and with it, the celebrations
have changed too- in some subtle as well
as not so subtle ways. One thing that has
remained constant is the tradition of
fondly remembering the years gone by.
It’'s a bittersweet experience; the feeling
of warmth that these memories bring
and the sadness that things are not the
same NOWw.

One of the first things that come to mind
s helping our moms make special
sweets and snacks and then being the
first to eat them as a reward for a job
well done. Rangolis were painstakingly
hand drawn using dot designs. Today

though, a busy life has led to
store-bought faral and readymade
rangoll designs. Decorations consisted

of earthen diyas. Another unforgettable

Standing in a room filled with beautifully
decorated diyas and lanterns and hand
painted jewelry and notebooks, your
eyes search for the artist and rest on a
group of beautiful, beautiful people.
That's what it is to spend time in ADAPT,
a special school of a different kind.
ADAPT stands for Able Disabled People
All Together. It's an NGO with many
schools in Mumbai. ADAPT specializes in
educating and empowering kids and
adults who suffer from Cerebral Palsy.
Cerebral palsy can create a powerful
llusion of helplessness and hopelessness
for the child that it affects. However, they
believe that this is truly just an illusion.
Beneath the thorny layers of an
uncooperative body and the challenges
of mobility, there lies an intelligent mindg,
whose potential they believe is vast and
can be unleashed.

Well before Diwali begins, its
oreparations begin at least about two
weeks or in some cases, a month before
the festival actually arrives. Everyone
notices these preparations in full swing,
especially with our mothers urging us to
clean our forever messed up rooms and
cupboards filled with unused books,
while they get busy making the famous
Diwali snacks, otherwise known as ‘faral’
iNn Marathi.

Faral has major diversity all throughout
the country. It ranges from the karanjis in
Maharashtra, Kheel Batasha from Delhi,
Moti Pak in Rajasthan and Gujarat, Teepi
Gavvalu from the South to Pinni from
Punjab, etc. Each of these items imparts
their own peculiar taste from their
respective states of origin to the dish.
Sweets like Moti Chur laddoo and Kaju
Katli are also exchanged during the

Diwali symbolizes the victory of light
over darkness. Humans have always
been afraid of the dark. Of the 300
thousand vyears of our existence on
earth, we've never been nocturnal
creatures. We |ove light. Perhaps that's
where the roots of our affinity towards
fire lies. Our love for things that glow and
burn in the night, which spreads light In
the darkness, is more ancient than we
realize. Diwall celebrates and reminds us
of this ancient love of ours for light.

During Diwali, we light our homes with
beautiful diyas, decorate them with
rangolis, exchange sweets as a medium
to express our happiness and prosperity.
In these festive days, marketplaces are
literally filled with people trying to sell
decorative items. If we look closely at

Among the more recent traditions of
Diwali are playing cards during a Diwall
oarty. Every one of us Is aware of the
deck of cards and its different suits. But
take a close look on the card and you will
notice a strange thing about them. The
king of hearts from among all seems to
be stabbing himself in the head. He also
does not have a mustache which is
strange as all the other 3 kings have

while spreading light through the
darkness. The mere mention of Diwali
gets kids up and excited while the
women of the house look forward to
shopping for cartloads of goodies and
dresses. Throughout the vyears, Diwali
has been celebrated in different ways
and has meant different things to
different people. Some give way their
belongings to the poor, some buy new
ones. Some prefer to burst firecrackers
while some prefer a pollution-free Diwali.
Companies use this festival to attract
customers by marketing the festival to
encourage sales. For factory workers,
this time of the year is a busy one, while
diva and lantern makers use this festival

memory is that of the homework all
schools gave to complete over the
vacation. It's probably safe to say that all
of us ignored that till the last possible
moment. And of course, no Diwali was
complete without gift boxes of dry fruits
and chocolates. Bursting crackers was
the highlight of our day back then with
all  the favorite kinds purchased in
dozens. Now with people becoming
increasingly pollution conscious, sales of
crackers are falling more and more every
yvear and this is one change that should
happen. Diwalli shopping has also gone
from a family trip to a crowded store to
online stores and home deliveries.

This changing scenario is brought about
by the fast-paced life today where
slowing down even to celebrate with
loved ones seems an out of grasp reality.
Commercialization has played a major
role in this. Long before the festival
season starts, there Is a sudden
explosion of numerous sales and offers
for every kind of product. Marketing the

ADAPT is an NGO which focuses on not
only educating kids and adults with CP
(Cerebral Palsy), but they also spread

awareness in the society with their
outreach programmes and volunteering
orograms. Social workers, on school
osychologists and doctors all work
together in running the school. Students
iNn ADAPT get to learn skills that normally
they wouldn't be able to learn at their

festival. Some of the other basic items
include the savory Chakli, sweet

Shakarpara, the sweet-and-spicy Chivda.

Diwali majorly celebrates the period
where farmers take Iinto account their
harvests and profits all throughout the
yvear. It celebrates the bounty they earn
after the post-monsoon harvest period.
The making of f‘faral’ brings women
together to try out new recipes and
share them around the village. This
brings people together. Diwall is a
celebration of good over evil and on
another occasion, it Is the wedding
anniversary of God Vishnu and Goddess
Lakshmi. It also marks the start of a New
Year. When such auspicious times await,
sweets are bound to be exchanged. This
gesture Is also a way of sharing
happiness and wishing our loved ones a
happy and prosperous life ahead.

them, many of them seem financially
weak. Also, we see many handicapped
oeople trying to sell these things to earn
a living. They make our Diwali colorful
while living a very colorless lite. It
becomes really very tough for them to
arrange money for operations or
orosthetic parts and even if they
somehow manage to get the money,
they don’'t get access to the proper
technology required. It's the same case
with organ donations. Every year, about
5 Lakh people die due to non-availability
of organs, thanks to the misconceptions
of people about donating organs.

There are many blind and partially blind
people who are waiting for someone’s
eyes to get their vision. They don't have
to live in the dark. Of the 37 million blind

them.

Well, modern playing cards have a
French origin. Near the end of the 15th
century, French publishers started
naming the court cards after heroes,
legends or historical figures. The King of
Hearts was dubbed Charles, presumably
after Charlemagne. For the purpose of
mMass production, the earliest cards were
orinted using woodblocks. Disfiguring
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O hone their artistic skills and create
unky and beautiful creations. Indeed,
here's more to it than just lighting diyas

and eating sweets. It's a sentiment that
has stayed with us through the ages.

With the early morning baths,

the

rangolis and the lanterns, the original
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avors of Diwali have been mixed with
ne freshness of the coming years as
nese old traditions merge with newer
rends. Despite the newer and different

variations, people have still held on to
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he essence of Diwali and will continue
o do so in the later years. This month,

we |look Iinto the various aspects of
Diwali and all that makes Diwali what it
S.

festival as one of auspicious starts and
new beginnings have created quite a
boost In profit for companies. Diwall
shopping Nas also become 3
competition due to social media and no
one wants to be outdone. Also, a lot of
the firecrackers that we buy, are made
by the tiny hands of underprivileged
children of poverty, who have been
denied education and opportunities.
Their black hands keep working in the
dark corners of a factory so that we can
spend a moment of joy seeing an
explosion of light. And the situation
doesn't seem to become better either
because we fail to rememlber, or maybe
we're in denial. Somewhere along the
way, we have lost a little of the essence
of what Diwali means. Everything must
change with times and the celebration of
Diwali is no exception to it but we must
always remember what the festival is
about- joy. The simple joys that are
celebrated should NOt become
something we feel nostalgic about.

homes either due to lack of attention
from family or from the society in
general. They get to socialize and make
friends and important connections with
opeople. The best part of it all is, they get
to earn. People with physical disabilities
have always been doubted by society on
whether they'll be able to support
themselves economically. ADAPT breaks
that illusion. Students here are taught to
Mmake all kinds of different stuff which is
then sold by the NGO, and the money
comes back entirely to the students.

They're also given employment
opportunities, where they can get
iNnterviewed and secure jobs for

themselves.

So the next time you see Diyas or
Lanterns or candles coming from such
NGOs, make sure you buy them. We can
do our part.

Diwali without faral and sweets is like
Thanksgiving without the special turkey
roast. Like every festival, Diwalli
celebrates happiness and brings people
together irrespective of their religions
because of their love for food! It could
well be called the Festival of Food and
Sweets!
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oeople across the globe, over 15 million
are from India. /5% of these are the cases
of avoidable blindness. What an irony!
When the world Is celebrating the
festival of light, they are struggling to get
ight. It's high time that we break the
oubble of misbelief about eye donation.
There is no better way to thank God for
our sight than by giving a helping hand
to someone in the dark!

On this Diwali, let’'s take a pledge to
spread the light. The satisfaction of
giving someone a life even after our
death will be unmatched. Only then
these Ilines from the Diwall prayer,
“Tamaso ma |Jyotir gamaya” meaning
“from darkness lead us to light” will be
Mmeaningfull Let's gift them some of our
light.

occurred over the centuries as unskilled
block makers distorted the original
designs. Among the many distortions
that took effect, the King of Hearts not
only lost his mustache, but the direction
of his sword gradually slopes from an
upright and vertical position to a more
horizontal direction pointing behind his
head, commonly misinterpreted as a
"suicidal” king.

With this article, we tried to shed some more light on this festival of lights and its many dimensions.

From Behind The Scenes column, we wish you all a very happy Diwali.




S

—

Arjun orartles awake,
T%nted. He brushes his hair
out of his eyes and tries to figure
out where he is. He can hear
shouting and clamor and just an
air of general chaos that's as
familiar as home. Home. Of
course. It's been many a moon
since he has lived In his
childhood house and now the
ceiling Wildg Its faded
glow-in-the-dark stars 1Is as

unfamiliar as his college dorm
once was.

He rolls out of the bed, rubbing
his eyes and steps out of his
bedroom, barely swerving fast
enough to avoid being hit by a
worker barrelling past him whilst
holding an armful of
decorations. The worker shouts
an apology. He mumbles an
answer back.

He makes his way to the kitchen
but not without getting tangled
iIn some fairy lights and making
another worker spill rangoli
colors all over herself and
generally causing a mess.
Smiling ruefully at himself he
steps Iinto the kitchen where his
ma Is ordering about a million
people around while also
somehow doing all the work
herself.

He sinks into a chair and puts his
head in his hands.

INSIGHT

The Essence of Diwali

together!
What more do we have to say about it? Read along as you relive some of your best memories

The day stretches out like a
taffy, sweet and sickening -
literally. His ma and other
vaguely related elderly women
swoop down and keep pressing
sweets into his hands as though
he iIs still that starry-eyed child
they remember.

When evening arrives, he sits on
the doorstep, chin in hand, and
thinks of how only a few years
earlier he'd be one of the kids
delightedly squealing at the
unveiling of the giant display of
fireworks.

He thinks of his college dorm
where Priva would be carefully
laying out rangoli and Purva
would be cheerfully whistling as
she burned their dinner and
Shantanu would probably be
asleep, curled up, cat-like and
cute.

A genially smiling older man
shakes him out of his reverie.
"Won't you join us, beta?” He
feels his face stretch in his best
charming grin as he nods
mutely.

He strides over to where his
parents are standing with rest of
the adults, forgotten sparklers in
their hands, making awkward
small talk. He seamlessly blends
in with them and waits for the
day to be over.

-Lakshmi Kalarikkal (FYJC)

Lights of all kinds and colors
of all shades were all Kiran
could see around him as he
rounded the bustling street
corner with his baba. They
went to their usual spot and
started setting up their stall.
The evening felt somewhat...
off. People around him were
tired, irritable, and grumpy
as they returned home.
Nothing in the world could
bring down his excitement
and energy, though.

“Not today,” he muttered
under his breath.

For a month, the view that
had greeted him in the
morning was splashes of
paint. They were
everywhere in his small
house. Every single day. At 4
am. And he would be
fascinated with the colors all
over again, each morning.

He would wake up with all
the enthusiasm his aching
body allowed him to and get
to work. He wanted to make
his baba proud and lay off
whatever small portion of
burden his tiny hands could

A festival of light. A festival of hope. A festival that brings home some giggles and lots of people
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from his shoulders.

Holding that brush Iin his
hand and creating strokes
from them, he felt like a big
man. He was after all
painting the diyas his baba
had made.

Through the eight years of
the little life he had, he had
seen his father do it. And
those were the most
ntriguing moments for him.
The ones he looked forward
to.

“Yeh kitne ka diya?” His
chain of thoughts was
broken by a lady in front of
him. His first customer.
“Bees rupiya,” he answered
as he noticed the
appreciation in her eyes for
his diya. He looked at his
baba and he had a small
smile on his face.

He wishes every year that
this festival of lights would
not end. But never had he
felt that desire more keenly
than at that moment.
-Himani Joshi (TYBA)

A Diwali Regained
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Along the paper trails of memory, around
the crumpled edges, tracing an outline of
childhood pressed between the pages,
trapping the concentration of life, one
thing stands out—the festival of Diwali. In
a country like ours, perhaps there is Nno
escaping the inevitable—nostalgia tinged
with the smell of sulphur, shadows
dancing around tiny flames—an essence
Most genuine to the heart of a child who
has vet to learn to define this by its
religion or tradition, burrowing itself
there and never quite uprooted after.

Diwali has a way of dispersing itself to fit
every corner of life. For the generation of
opeople who grew up in chawls, it found
its way In tiny quarters crisscrossed
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across a narrow corridor—in the smell of
gram flour wafting past doors which
were never shut, tiny feet tiptoeing
around rangolis spread along the
doorways, shared spaces where lanterns
were made with awkward fingers, often
turning out bent and misshapen. And vet,
for the people who struggled to claim
their own lives, this had a whole new
mMmeaning—something that Was
unbelievably theirs. As Diwali now arrives
N urban slums along railway lines,
compressed between the public and the
orivate, the broken homes almost look

magical In the warm glow, a strange
oarallel to the skyscrapers In the
distance, for In the fading darkness

starting to be illuminated by the lamps,
both sides of the city look the same. And
then it carries in villages, where hands of
all castes meet halfway to exchange the
ends of tremulous sparklers, ancient
divisions finally blurred. For the Indian
Army, the candles lit are a reminder of
the life they have left behind and the

a

better life they hope to come back to—a
sympol of peace that often flickers just
like a flame. And for the people who have
crossed the sea, lonely and disconnected
N new countries, Diwali is a way to
recreate that Ilove and comfort of
home—one which they carry within
themselves.

As we reach the peak of modernity,
chasing pleasure that is only a ghost of
happiness, perhaps this is what slips
through our fingers. It is these corners of
Diwali which must be reclaimed, the
remains of the past months decluttered
to rediscover the old, the end of the year
masking a beginning. An essence that we
must hold true, learning and relearning
with time, reforming it with a touch of the
new, remembering Diwali for what it
is—shaped by blurred borders and the
life which bleeds through in between.
Anushka Nagarmath (FYBA)
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A Lightsome Affair

“Without shadows life would have been

far duller.”
This quote by Vilas Sarang, the
celebrated surrealist Indian author,

found in his short story ‘A Revolt of
Gods’, made me understand that it is in
shadows, the moments of darkness, that
can light pierce through or generate its
ourpose and meaning.

A beacon of hope, a beacon of light, the
halo of enlightenment, the moment of
Ilumination, the joy of celebration. Be it
the diyas and the firecrackers in Diwalli
that rouse the spirit of celebration, or
the candle marches in the spirit of
outrage or justice, the anxious wait of a
response to the proposal of a romantic
candlelight dinner date, or the belief and
hope of wishes to come true in the
blowing of candles on a birthday cake,
or the light of martyrdom:; lights bring
about moods, strength, cause. To
enlighten or to illuminate, to cheer up,
surprise or mourn, lights serve many
OUrposes.

Notably, a “festival of lights” is not
imited to India. Such celebrations exist
N various countries and cultures
worldwide. The Jewish festival of
Hanukkah, where each night a candle is
lighted on a ceremonial lampstand - the
menorah - until on the eighth night the
entire menorah is lit. The Lantern
Festival in China, the Yi Peng and Loi
Krothang festivals Iin  Thailand are
festivals of lights that started as
Buddhist traditions. Floating lanterns,

float a basket, symbolize undertaking of
good deeds. But religion and faith are

not the only forces lighting up
communities. In the city of Berlin In
Germany, the streets, monuments,

architectural sights are lit up by artists,
designers as an expression of an artistic
oublic event in the field of arts and
culture. This continues on for nine days
while attracting huge local and tourist
Ccrowds.

There’'s a dawn awaited, light at the
NOrizon, a sun to rise, a hope to arise,
fear to be quelled, a newness of a
oeginning. It is what shows, guides
ahead, what gives way. Mariners,
travelers, explorers forge new paths in
the starry nights and in the moonlight,
where the lover’'s sigh of longing and
oatience Is also heard. Reflected or
refracted, 